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\the following factors influence the status of science and scientific 25X1

progress, sclentific cepabilities and potential:
(a) Nationel policy toward science | 25X1

When national policy in Hungery is publicized slong these lines, a great
deal of lip service is paid to sclence and scientific research, but that
is just about as far as it goes. In Hungary there are no funds whatsoever
available for pure research, and the only funds made available for spplied
regearch sre allocated exclusively to situations where immediate results
can be obtained to increase some type of production. Hungerilan citizens
are ever in the foreground in these projects where they can be observed b325X1
the populace, but they have no real authority, end the Soviets, who always
remain in the background, are the real ones in charge and in complete

control.
(b) Influence of politicel pressures on scilentific research | 25X1
Political pressures exist both in eim and toward persomnel. These pres- 25X1

sures are invarisbly channeled to immediste economic considerationms,
nothing long-range, and alweys in accordance with the Party line. How-
ever, political pressures do not always work out as plammed. For exsmple,
Professor 2 Komon%g, an expert in gasoline and steam engines at the
Technicel Institute in Budspest, openly and publicly rebelled agalnst
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political pressures, stating that the pressures applied were contrary to
good résedrch and free thinking. Despite this rebellion however, Professor
Komondy st%ll occupled his position at the Imstitute, to my knowledge, as
late as 1951 and 1952 , for the reason that he was too prominent a man for
the Soviets to dismiss. The real point is that he was needed to0o badly and
there was no one to replace him, It is interest to note
that the Soviets do not conduct brain-washings of people in Hungesry like

Professor Komondy because’ (a) he is too greatly needed| ‘and

(b) because changing his mind through brain-washing in one respect would

) inevi‘bably change it in all respects, and thereby destroy his usefulness.

(¢) Atmosphere for sclentific research, such as personal incentives, avail-
. &bility of facilities for research, etcl——p—|

In so far as true sclentists are concerned, there is no need to create an
atmosphere for scientific research and the use of incentlves, because the
personal incentive will always be present in the true scientist to con-

~tipue his research, regardless of his environmentg In fact; and although

this may sound strenge at first, adverse conditions and a hostile emviron-
ment ususlly cause reseerchers to become more and more inmtroverted, and

“these factors thereby tend to make the researchers better scientists be-

cauBe of this. introversion and escepe from surroundings. Despite all this
thotgh, certainly the research facilities are chexneled along the lines

mentioned ebove, that is, to immedimte economic considerations
a.nd 1:1 accordance with the Party line..

(d) Sta.nda.rds of scient:l.f:l.c educaticﬂ:

In Bungery, the stendards of Seientifi'é‘education remained Y high as ever
before, until September or Ogtober 1948, when the standards of the edu-
cated changed. Note that] the stendards of the educated"
rather than "the standards of education, in. Septem-
ber or October 1948 when the policy changed, all persoms who were there-
after permi‘bted to be educated or to enroll for educetion had to pass
detailed political questionnaires in order to attend universities. 'How-

_ @ver, even ‘then, there is considerable discrimination egeinst the middle

classes, or the bourgeoisle if you vill, in favor of the lowest cle.sses -
the people refer as "poor, feverish Communists." For
exanple, the members of the middle claseses - the classes which hed here-
tofore furnished most of the scientists and researchers - who satisfacto-
rily completed the political questionnaires in order to emroll in :
universities, frequently would be passed over because they were members of
the middle class, and the poor, fewerish, Coammunists would be enrolled in
their stead. Thus, from the autumn of 1948, emrollments in Hungarian
wniversities have been made on the basis of ;politica.l considerations rather
than on merit and sbility. .

‘(o) Quality and supply of scientific\-}.echhicgl manpover |

| Inasmuch as the quality of students emrolled in tke

universities has suffered a sharp and continuous drop since the autwm of

11948, it is ineviteble that the quality and supply of coupetent scientific

end technicael personnel have likewise declined.

‘roreign scientific literature collected and disueminated in

The only restriction in Eunga.ry ocn the free collection of, and ind.ividue.l
subscription to, forelgn scientific literature has been the availability

CONFIDENTIAL

-

Approved For Release 2009/07/02 : CIA-RDP82-00047R000400310003-9

25X1
25X1

25X1

25X1

25X1

25X1
25X1

25X1

25X1

25X1
25X1

25X1
25X1

25X1



N
Approved For Release 2009/07/02 : CIA-RDP82-00047R000400310003-9 25X1
CONFIDENTIAL

A . -3 -

of finds, which have always had to be budgeted., In other words, funds are

alvays limited and have to be carefully allocated, but that is the only

restriction on the free collection of foreign scientific literature. 25X1
[ jrefer only to scientific publicationng 25X1
others, particularly those publications discussing political matters, have
beén prohibited. A typlsal example of the type of foreign literature which
has been 'banned from Hunga.ry is TIME ‘magazine.

'I'he follow_:lng da.'b‘a. on the Ministry of Higher Education is needed:

(a). Methods of recruitment of science students for higher educational in- - 25X1
. stitutions; incentives offered; scholarships; subaect fields given
apecial ea;p’ha.sis. '

Here aga.:l.n the methods of recrultment follow the lines already

"Jindicated. - That is, recruitment is based primarily qpon politicel comsider- 25X1

atichs, with qu&liﬂed and sble students discriminated against .if they are
of the 'bou:pgeoisie » &nd favoritiem is invarisbly shown the politically
ertlodox, ‘poor, fevérish, Communists, regardless of their abilities and
aptitudes. Under this system, there is no reason to discuss incemtives and

scholarships|
e | 25X1

|scientific education is -

channeled to immediste econemic comsiderations, tied in with the eim of an 25X1
imiediate increase in production, and always in accordance with the Pa.rty

lide, - Also in this comnection, it sliould be observed that, in Bungary,

except ‘for religious groups, student dormitories were ccmpletely unknown and

ugheard of until 1948 or 19kg _However, in whichever year 25X1
it wes, dormitories began to be built for the first time for the housing of
university students. Theretofore, students had always lived at home, or inm

.other private homes, or in boardifig houses, but never in dormiforfes. This

elso tieg in with the enrolling of the poor, feverish, Communists, as it is

such ‘ag these who are immediately willing to live as studente in university
dormitories. A further resson, of course, for the erection of these dormi-

tories 1z the Pfact that student aid is thereby made considera.bly easier and

more economical. Furthermore, the dormitories offer an unsurpassed o:ppor-

tunity for cndtinuous political indoctrimtion.

ﬂr:.tiaism and. nel:—critic:lam, ‘ooth fa.vorable and. un:fe.vorable, concerning 25X1
', ltundar&s ‘of ‘bigher ‘education; sbsenteeism; percentage of failures; 25X1
_ -measures. ‘taken to insure improvements; morsle of professors and studgntsD

| in 25X1
the autumn of 1948, for the first time, study groups of from 15 to 20‘ ‘
students per group were organized in the universities under a Communist Party
student leader for esch group, es well as s Communist Party aecretary, and a
secret. Cominunist egent whose identity is unknown but who reports on both the
etudents of the group and the professors who teach the group. These study
groups are required to do everything together - attend political demon-
strations, rallies, even motion pictures, etc. These groups are purposely
mede numerically small for the seke of tighter comirel over the students, as
o'bharwise there inevitably would be & great deal of sbsenteeism from such
things as’ ;pu'blic demonstrations, politicel indoctiination lectures, etc. In
other words, if a student body as a whole were required to attend a political
d.enonut;‘a‘bioh, there could conceivably be comsiderable absenteeism, However,
under the group system of from 15 to 20 persons per group, with a known in-
former of an wnknown identity inm each group, the op;portunities for deviation
are consid.erably lessened.
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